
The Alaskan Way Viaduct and 
Seawall are old, deteriorating 
facilities, at risk of failure in the 
event of a strong earthquake. We 
know this and we are preparing. 
While not all scenarios can be 
anticipated, this brochure outlines 
basic strategies contained in the 
Emergency Closure Plan. The 
Washington State Department 
of Transportation and Seattle 
Department of Transportation�s 
immediate priorities will be the 
protection of lives and speedy 
restoration of our transportation 
system. 

In the event of a sizable 
earthquake and its aftershocks, 
drastic actions will be necessary 
to respond and restore services. 
Priority will be given to moving 

emergency response personnel 
through the city. TrafÞ c will be 
re-directed away from downtown 
Seattle. Key bridges and structures 
will be inspected. Temporary 
detours will be put in place and 
emergency public information 
systems will be activated. 

In the days and weeks after an 
earthquake, the real difference 
will be made by Seattle travelers� 
decisions to change routes, limit 
travel and alter travel modes. This 
will determine how well people and 
goods move during a closure. 

Alaskan Way Viaduct 
Emergency Closure Plan Strategy

February 2005

The Viaduct and Seawall Today
at Marion Street

Viaduct

Seawall

Soil liquefaction 
and foundation

For More Information in Advance of an 
Emergency
Dawn Schellenberg, Seattle Department of Transportation
206-684-5189 � dawn.schellenberg@seattle.gov

Joy Carpine, Washington State Dept of Transportation
206-464-1186 � carpinj@wsdot.wa.gov

In the Event of an Emergency
Travel Information 511
Seattle�s Emergency Alert System KIRO 710 AM

WSDOT and SDOT Priorities:
▪ Preserve lives
▪ Maintain safety
▪ Restore services

Communication and Interagency Cooperation
Are Key to Successful Emergency Response

■ Emergency service providers
■ Media
■ Schools

■ Major civic facilities
■ Special need communities
■ Freight

■ Hospitality services and visitors
■ Businesses and employees
■ General public

Communications will be directed to:

ofPort Seattle
Emergency Operation Center

Emergency Operation Center

Emergency
Operation Center

Emergency Operation Center

Informed and
coordinated

communications

Police Department
Fire Department
Transportation Department
Planning Department and Utilities Highways, Ferries, Rail

Seaport operations
Sea-Tac Airport

Sound Transit
Community Transit
Pierce Transit

Next Steps
The Washington State Department of 
Transportation and Seattle Department 
of Transportation will continue to update 
the Emergency Closure Plan. During 
the next few months, additional input 
from other agencies and stakeholders 
will help ensure the plan�s success. The 
Seattle Department of Transportation 
will provide an update to the Seattle 
City Council in mid-2005. 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information:  Materials can be provided in alternative formats: large print, 
Braille, cassette tape, or on computer disk for people with disabilities by calling the Offi ce of  Equal Opportunity (OEO) at 
(360) 705-7097. Persons who are deaf  or hard of  hearing may contact OEO through the Washington Relay Service at 7-1-1.

Title VI: WSDOT ensures full compliance with Title VI of  the Civil Rights Act of  1964 by prohibiting discrimination 
against any person on the basis of  race, color, national origin or sex in the provision of  benefi ts and services resulting from 
its federally assisted programs and activities. For questions regarding WSDOT’s Title VI Program, you may contact the 
Department’s Title VI Coordinator at (360) 705-7098.

Americans with Disabilities Act  & Title VI information 
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